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City of Gardner 

Conservation Commission 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of 

August 8, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

Second Floor Meeting Room, City Hall Annex  
 

Members present:   
Norman Beauregard, Duncan Burns, Jane Cullen, Chairman Greg Dumas, and Donna 

Lehtinen.  Also present was Conservation Agent Jeff Legros.  

 

Members absent: 

David Beauregard and David Orwig 

 

Guests & Visitors 

Kelly Janceitis and Paul Cormier, Gardner Residents and prospective residents of 

Sapphire Park; Vahram Dolukhanyan, National Grid; Melissa Kaplan, BSC Group; 

Conrad Donell, Trustee, Sunshine Realty Trust/Sapphire Park; David Crossman, 

Wetland Scientist, B&C Associates; and Steve Rockwood, Gardner Resident, abutter of 

Sapphire Park. 

 

MEETING      

6:00 Chairman Dumas opened the Meeting of August 8
th

, 2016 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6:00 Notice of Intent Filed by Conrad Donnell and presented by David Crossman of 

B&C Associates for the development of two single family lots located in Sapphire 

Park which are within 60Ft No Build Zone/City of Gardner Wetland Protections 

Ordinance (City Code 650). Applicant is seeking a variance.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the granting of the requested variance. Mr. Donnell 

clearly stated that there are NO other lots in the development for which he will be 

seeking a variance for. Given the very small amount of the house that will be 

within the Buffer Zone the Commission will consider the variance with a 

condition that an easement is granted along an existing trail within Sapphire Park 

which would allow public access to scenic hiking trails. 

 

Mr. Donnell will speak to his Attorney to have legal documents drawn up and 

Agent Legros will explore how a similar agreement was done with the Foster 

Court Project off Betty Spring Road.  

 

6:22 Motion Made by D. Burns to continue the hearing. The motion was seconded by  

N. Beauregard, voted unanimously all in favor.  
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Minutes 

6:23 Motion made by D. Burns to table the approval of Meeting Minutes of July 25, 

2016 until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by N. Beauregard and 

voted all in favor. Jane Cullen abstained from the vote due to her absence at the 

meeting of July 25
th

.  

 

Orders of Conditions 

None 

 

Request for Determination of Applicability 

None 

 

Request for Certificate of Compliance 

None 

 

Request for Extension on of Order of Conditions 

6:25 DEP #160-0553, National Grid, Park Street Substation Relocation Project, 

represented by BSC Group. Continued from July 11, 2016. 

 

BSC Group and National Grid Representative presented “As Built Stamped  

Plans”, new Landscape Architect plans with enhanced screening.  

 

Commissioner Burns stated his concerns over the project, dying trees, would like 

to see more screening. Commission N. Beauregard voiced safety concerns at the 

site stating very steep slopes to access bike path.  

 

It is National Grid’s intent to provide connection to the bike path and is awaiting a 

scheduled meeting date with the City and Conservation Agent Legros.  

 

The plans were accepted as a representation of the as-build conditions at this point 

in time and illustrating all minor changes, amendments, and remaining work. 

 

6:49 A motion was made by D. Burns to issue an Extension to the Order of Conditions  

for 1-year, consistent with the timeline detailed in the National Grid Request for  

Permit Extension Memo dated June 29, 2016.  The motion was seconded by N.  

Beauregard and voted unanimously all in favor. 

 

Enforcement Order 

6:50 Sunshine Realty Trust, Conrad Donnell Trustee, Sapphire Park at Pearl Street and  
Shawn Avenue (Continued from Meeting of July 25,, 2016):  

 

Tigh & Bond will conduct Wetland Delineation Peer Review by the end of August,  

2016 and will submit findings to Agent Legros.  

 

Emergency Certification 

None 

 



Page 3 of 4 
 

New Business 

 Up Coming Filings – Agent Legros updated the Commission on upcoming 

filings for the next meeting. 

 Community Forest Stewardship Implementation Grant Award – Agent 

Legros informed the Commission of the award of a Forest Stewardship 

Implementation Grant and of plans for the project to include habitat 

enhancements and interpretive signage for enhanced education, conservation, and 

recreation opportunities in the form of an interpretive forested garden, the Crystal 

Lake Community Forest. 

 Crystal Lake Community Forest and Wellness Path Volunteer Trail 

Maintenance – There will be a volunteer day on Wednesday, August 24
th

 at the 

Wellness Path, Diabetes Center Garden, and Crystal Lake Community Forest. 

 Pearly Brook Reservoir Loop Train Maintenance and pick up – A clean-up 

was conducted on Perley Brook loop trail. 

 Otter River Conservation Area Duck count and banding by Mass Fish and 

Wildlife – Wood ducks were counted and banded. 

 MACC Fundamentals Training and Fall Conference.  

Old Business 

 

 Salvadore Auto Group – Agent Legros met with Mr. Steve Salvadore to discuss 

removal of invasive species and completion of restoration project at the 9 Risley 

and 0 John Street property as required by DEP File #160-0577, Superseding 

Order of Conditions.  

 421 Leo Drive wetland violation – Agent Legros meeting with Worcester 

County Sherriff’s office to serve the homeowner notice of violation. 

 Urban & Community Challenge Forestry Challenge Grant – Mayor’s Office 

Intern met with Agent Legros to discuss goals of the Open Space and Recreation 

Plan and specifically the possibility of a City-wide shade tree inventory and 

Management Plan through possible Grant funding opportunities with National 

Grid and DCR that would provide funds for replacement and planting of new City 

trees.  

 

Adjournment 

7:10 Motion to adjourn was made by N. Beauregard.  The motion was seconded by D.  

Lehtinen and voted unanimously all in favor of adjournment. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jeffrey D. Legros, Conservation Agent 

 
All materials used at the meeting are available for viewing at the office of the Conservation Agent, Room 

202 of the City Hall Annex. 

Minutes are available as follows: 

 Minutes are available on the City of Gardner website (www.gardner-ma.gov) under Conservation 

Commission. 

 By appointment or request in Conservation Agent’s office, Room 202 of the City Hall Annex 

 Community Development & Planning office, Room 201 of the City Hall Annex 

http://www.gardner-ma.gov/

